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SOMEBODY'S AMMO: Old Woman in Gottschee
(Detail from a pen and ink
composition b y  Mar tha Hut te r . )

THE GOTTSCHEE TREE P a g e  5

AMMO t i N T  A T T E
by  Mar tha Hut ter

These a r e  t he  words  f o r  "mom and dad"  i n
the Gottscheer dialec t (pronounced: UM-maw,
UT - tey ) .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  w h a t  p a r t ic u la r
v illage o n e  r es ided  a t ,  i t  w as  Amme,  o r
Ammo, o r  Ammo. -

Both w o r ds ,  u n f a m i l ia r  t o d a y  t o  mos t
German speak ing peoples , hav e been pa r t  of
German tongues  o f  the Dar k  and the Middle
Ages, centur ies  before Mar tin Luther  laid the
foundation f o r  the modern German language.
At te has Indo-European roots . O n e  example
of t he  us e  o f  t h is  w o r d  i n  t imes  l o n g  ago:
Webster's New World Dic t ionary  lis ts  the name
of the 5 th  c entur y  k ing  of  the Huns , A t t i la ,
w ith t h e  defi n i t ion  " l i t t l e  f a t h e r . "  A m m a
meaning " mo t he r "  w a s  c ommonly  u s e d  i n
medieval day s .  t h e  w o r d  Amme, meaning
"nurse" o r  m o r e  s pec ifi c a lly  " t h e  w oman
nur s ing t h e  c h i l d " ,  c a n  s t i l l  b e  f o u n d  i n
present d a y  German dic t ionar ies ,  a l t h o u g h
r ar ely  in  ac tual usage.

We called our  grandparents  Autammo and
Autat te ( pr onounc ed out-UM-maw, o u t - U T -
tey , a u t  meaning " o ld " ) .  T h e  gr eat - gr and
parents  were Aut-Aujammo and Aut - Autat te ,
but  j u s t  a s  o f t e n  one  w o u ld  s a y  " g r a n d -
mother's  m o t h e r ,  g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  m o t h e r " ,
which is  f a r  more on tar get :  Autammaisch
Ammo, Autat ta is c h Ammo, and  so on.

MARRIAGE RECORDS 1891, NESSELTAL (KOPRI1TNIK) PARISH
ate V i l l a g e / H o u s e  # N ame  of  G room/Br ide/Age N a m e  of  Parents

11 Jan Reic henau #15 G r o o m :  J ohann Knos pler  (54)  L e o n a r d  Knos pler  & Mar ia Kump
Reichenau #1 B r i d e :  G er t r aud Stiene (36)  J o h a n n  Stiene 8E Mar ia Stiene

25 Jan L ic h tenbac h #17 Groom: Josef Rom (33)  G e o r g  Rom & G er traud Stonitsch
Lichtenbach #2 B r i d e :  Mar ia Mille (33)  J o s e f  Mille 1  Margrareth Maisel

8 Feb Reic henau #17 G r o o m :  Mathias  Schmidt (??)  M a t h i a s  Schmidt & Mar ia Stiene
Reichenau #23 B r i d e :  Mar ia Stiene geb Montel (40)  ? ?

29 Ap r  C i l l i  ( ?)
Nesselthal #44

Groom: Jakob Gantar  (35)  ? ?  Gantar  and Mar ia Pesar
Br ide:  Amalia Wuchse (19)  G e o r g  Wuchse & Agnes  Jonke

11 May  Unterdeuts c hau#9 G r oom:  Andreas  Mantel (26)  An d r e a s  Mantel & Mar ia Mantel
Buchel #27 B r i d e :  Mar ia Rom (23)  J o h a n n  Rom & Ger traud Meditz

:18 May  Bu c h e l  #7
1 L i c h t e n b a c h  #13

Aug Nes s elta l #6
Nesselta l #27

Groom: Josef Rabuse (32)  G e o r g  Rabuse & Eva Vogr in
Br ide:  4gnesRom geb.Kobetitsch (50) Jakob Kobetitsch & Maria Rankel

Groom: ?? Stalz er  (51)
Br ide:  Helena Stalzer  (44)

Aug Nes s elta l #26 G r o o m :  J ohann Luk an (59)
Nesseltal #35 B r i d e :  Mar ia Stiene (40)

no name lis ted & Mar ia StEdzer
Mathias Stalzer  & Ger traud Schmuck

?? Luk an & Mar ia Voglar?
Johann Stiene & Urs ula N ik  (see p .8)








